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GENERATION 3 – PART 3 

Samuel T. Hopkins and Isabel Schneble Family 

SAMUEL TARBOX HOPKINS, born November 30, 1840 in Laurens, Otsego County, New 
York; died October 18, 1909 in Laurens, Otsego County, New York. He was the son of Willard 
Hopkins and Sarah Coggeshall. He married Isabel Schneble in 18661 in Campbell, Steuben 
County, New York.2 

ISABEL SCHNEBLE, born September 14, 18473 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; 
died April 2, 1930 in Oneonta, New York. She was the daughter of Johann Schneble and Anna 
Maria Held. 

Isabel was christened on September 16, 1847 at Katholisch (Catholic church), Gailingen, 
Kostanz, Baden, Germany, and immigrated from Germany with her parents and siblings in 1848. 

Samuel was reported in his parents' household in the 1850 and 1860 U.S. census reports, in 
Laurens, Otsego County, New York. In 1860, at age 19, his occupation was "day laborer." 

 
Samuel Tarbox Hopkins 

                                                           
1 Marriage dates of March 3, 1865 and May 3, 1866 have also been reported, without citing sources. 
2 Isabel’s obituary gives the marriage year as 1886 and the place as Campbelltown. The date is a typographical error. 
Campbelltown is the former name of present-day Campbell. 
3 Isabel’s obituary gives October 13, 1847 as her birth date, and the 1900 census gives October as her month of 
birth. 
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During the Civil War, Samuel was registered for the draft in 1863. His occupation in the 
registration was laborer.  

In the 1865 New York census, he was again reported in his parents' household in Laurens, and 
his occupation was "farmer." 

Ina Hopkins stated that “Samuel T. (T.) Hopkins, my grandfather, married Isabel Schneble in 
1865 (in Chemung Co., N.Y., I believe) and took her to his home on the Hopkins farm.” 

 
Samuel and Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins 

In the 1870 census, Samuel, Isabel and their family were reported living in Laurens, Otsego 
County. The children included Solon, age 3, and Fred, age 1. 

The Morris Chronicle, February 28, 1872 edition, reported on a judgment of foreclosure against 
Samuel and Isabel in the case of Nathan Cook v. Damon H. Mead, Laura Mead, Samuel 
Hopkins, Isabel Hopkins and Polly Brown. Although located in Laurens, the property does not 
appear to have been the Hopkins family farm, based upon the names of the adjacent property 
owners in the description.  

Later the same year, the September 5 edition of The Freeman’s Journal reported Samuel and 
Isabel as part of a group of defendants in another claim resulting in the auction of land, also in 
Laurens.  

The January 28, 1874 edition of The Morris Chronicle reported on an accident in the home: 



 # 2022 

“A LITTLE son of Samuel Hopkins, at West Laurens, fell off the dining room table, 
fracturing both bones of the left fore arm. Dr. Still reduced the fracture.”4 

In the New York census of 1875, Samuel and Isabel’s household included Solon (age 8), 
Frederick (age 6) and Edwin (age 3½), along with Samuel’s mother Sarah, age 59, in Laurens. 
Sarah refers to Sarah (Coggeshall) Hopkins. Samuel's father, Willard Hopkins, had died in 1871.  

                                    
Samuel and Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins 

The 1880 census again reported the household from Laurens, with Solon (age 13,) Frederick (age 
11), and “Edward” (age 8) the children listed. Samuel was reported working as a farmer, and 
Solon and Frederick were reported working as farm laborers. “Edward” (Edwin) was reported “at 
school,” although all three sons were reported as attending school within the census year.  

On September 19, 1883, The Otsego Journal reported that Samuel was sick: 

“Samuel Hopkins is quite sick with congestion of the lungs.” 

The Otsego Journal reported an incident involving Samuel in its May 7, 1884 edition: 

“Samuel Hopkins had a runaway Monday. He was plowing when his lines broke and away 
went the team. One horse stopped at the house while the other ran about two miles, 
frightening all the neighbors and was finally captured by W. S. Hay. No damage done except 

                                                           
4 The “little son” was most likely Edwin Morrell Hopkins, born in November of 1871.  
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to the harness and plow. Hopkins measured one jump of the plow which was twenty-four 
feet.” 

In the October 24, 1885 edition of The Freeman’s Journal, an article reported on the 2nd 
Assembly District convention held at Morris, Otsego County, on October 17. One of the three 
delegates from Laurens was identified as Samuel Hopkins. 

In 1886, Samuel and Isabel’s son, Solon Hopkins, married Mary Moshier in Oneonta, New York. 

The Otsego Farmer of July 14, 1888 reported: 

“S. T. Hopkins is haying on Sam. Weatherly’s.” 

The Morris Chronicle of February 20, 1889 reported, in the local news: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Ward of White’s Corners, Pa., are visiting Mrs. W.’s sister, Mrs. Samuel 
Hopkins.”5 

The following letter was sent in May 1889 from Isabel Schneble Hopkins to her daughter-in-law 
and son, Mary and Solon Hopkins. The letter bears a 2¢ stamp and is addressed to Mrs. Mary 
Hopkins, West Laurens, Otsego Co, N.Y. All spelling and punctuation is shown as in the letter; 
transcription notes and questions are left unchanged. 

"Whites Corners, May 6, 1889 

My Dear Childern, 

I will try and write a few lines i receved your letter we are as well as (common?), pa has 
gone over to J Ina (?) is on the gain but very sloe Mrs Jones is thire yet she hase ben thire 11 
weeks, i had the baby most 2 weks J come and got him the other day, so you see i had my 
hands full rise in sugaring, pa is trying to do is work himself he is geting along quite well 
fore he is complaing a good (deal?) i help what i can and that isent must. well we made most 
five hunder pounds of sugar  pa sold the most of it got 10 (cents?) a pound fore it, paid for 
your (rent?) in sugar up to next Oct, so you see you take some good of the sugar pa said he 
will send the (Orgon?) as soon as he gets over his (hasey?), did you ever comence that dark 
quild, well we lost about 23 little pigs the other day got just one left we milk 5 cows got 2 
calfs our hens lays good sold $5 with in the month of April, pa got me cloth for a white skirt i 
am going to put that trimen you broth home on it may we got a Cartor (Castor?) it cost $6 we 
got it of Jake he hare leaft his horse heare when he went to Elmira it is all payed fore axcept 
75 cents we have got a set of knives and forks justa 1/2 doz of course it is work to have him 
come but we could not had them if we had to pay the money, Mary is thire any thing you 
forgot when you was home let me no then i can sent it, O we have got 30 hens we send our 
milk to the (? Reilley Y, Steare Edwards ?) drves it pa bouth a case of Mr. Smith it cost 
$27.50, pa has sold a ton of hay 

                                                           
5 The Mr. and Mrs. Ward referred to were William Frederick Ward and Mary Josephine Schneble. 
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Whensday morning, will try and finish this Ina is gaining (strongly? steadily?) Mrs. Jones 
whent home last Sadsday (?) and tooked the baby with her, J. P. S. (G?) and (wife?_ was up 
Sunday ______? night made quite a (? veised?) i will send apise of pas (Shisel? Ghisel?), i 
am going to comemence to kleene? house to day write soon  

my love all 

from your Ma" 

In the October 29, 1891 edition of The Freeman’s Journal, the trial jurors for a Circuit Court in 
Cooperstown were announced, which included Samuel Hopkins from Laurens.  

In the 1892 New York census, the household was again reported from Laurens, with Samuel 
reported working as a farmer. Living with the household were Edwin, age 21, Mabel, age 12, and 
Solon, his wife Mary, and their daughter Grace, age 3. The census enumerator was the same 
Samuel T. Hopkins. Concerning Mabel, Ina Hopkins stated: 

“Besides her three sons, my grandmother had a foster daughter, never legally adopted, 
Mabel Lydia Hopkins (1880-1934), a niece of Samuel Hopkins, a daughter of his brother 
Oscar, whose wife Lydia Sheldon H. died when Mabel was born. Grandmother took the baby 
as her own, and Oscar H. when he remarried, was content to have it so. Mabel married 
Andrew Cope...” 

The Otsego Farmer, February 2, 1895 edition, reported on Samuel and Isabel’s anniversary 
celebration: 

“A large crowd attended the anniversary at Samuel Hopkins’s the 14th. A fine time was had 
by all present. Some fine presents were left by the guests.” 

The Otsego Journal announced in January of 1896 that Samuel was a candidate for assessor in 
Laurens on the Democratic ticket.  

On August 11, 1898, The Otsego Journal reported: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins, Mr. E. M. Hopkins and Miss Mabel Hopkins, of West 
Laurens, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hopkins, of Westfield, Pa., and Mr. Carlos and Miss Jennie 
Erway, of Pa., and Mrs. James Wickes and children, made a very pleasant fishing party with 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Springer, Tuesday.” 

The August 17, 1898 edition of The Morris Chronicle reported on a family reunion held at 
Samuel and Isabel’s home: 

“On August 13th, at the home of Samuel Hopkins near West Laurens, occurred the second 
annual reunion of the Hopkins family. This is the old Hopkins homestead, and nearly all of 
the relatives took occasion to visit it once more. There were over 130 people present. A 
musical and literary program was rendered. All were well pleased with the social gathering, 
and great interest was manifested by all who were there. It is said that the riches of one’s 
secret interest lie in action, and this was characteristic of many who drove ten and fifteen 
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miles to attend. At the close, a business meeting was held, and the following officers were 
elected: President, Samuel Hopkins; vice-president, Egbert Hopkins; secretary and 
treasurer, Mrs. Stephen Hopkins.  
The next reunion will be held at Egbert Hopkins’, Butts’ Corners.” 

 
The Family at home. Hopkins Hill 1898.  

(Samuel and Isabel are on the bench, in the center, with Mary, Solon’s wife, 
and child on the left. Solon is at the rear, standing behind Samuel) 
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Samuel, Isabel and family at Old Hopkins Hill Farmhouse - about 1899 

Solon Hopkins is standing on far left, to the left of Samuel; Mary,  
Solon’s wife, is to Samuel’s right. Isabel is to the right of Mary. 
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Family photo, Hopkins’ farm – about 1899 

Samuel is sitting on left, Isabel is standing behind the center of the bench. 
Solon and Mary Hopkins are standing on the left behind Samuel. 

The four children on the bench are probably Solon and Mary’s children,  
from left to right: Ina, Milton, Grace, and Arnold 

On January 26, 1900, the Otsego Farmer reported on a visit from Isabel’s brother, Felix 
Schneble, and his wife: 

“Mrs. Samuel Hopkins is enjoying a visit with her brother and his wife. It has been a number 
of years since they have met.” 

A week later, the February 2, 1900 edition of the same newspaper reported:  

“Mr. and Mrs. Felix Schabel [sic] of Pennsylvania, have been visiting the former’s sister 
Mrs. Samuel Hopkins.” 

The 1900 census reported Samuel and Isabel again in Laurens, with no other family members in 
the household. Samuel was again working as a farmer. 
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Samuel and Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins at Home 

 
Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins 
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Later that year, the November 30, 1900 edition of The Otsego Farmer reported: 

“Andrew Cope has moved on to Samuel Hopkins’ farm; Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins have moved 
here in the house recently purchased of Mrs. C. Rowe.” 

A 1903 map (below) shows the site of the Hopkins family farm, with the name “S. Hopkins.” 
This is the same location shown on the 1868 Beers map as Willard Hopkins’ farm. Several 
Hopkins’ properties, including one for E. M. Hopkins (Edwin Morrell Hopkins), are located in 
the hamlet of West Laurens. 

 
“S. Hopkins” Farm - 1903 Map (red star) 

Samuel and Isabel moved to a home on the main road in West Laurens. Andrew Cope, husband 
of Samuel and Isabel’s foster daughter Mable, rented the farm from Samuel for a couple of years, 
then bought and farmed the land for a couple more years, before selling the farm in the spring of 
1904. The deed selling the property to Andrew Cope was dated 1902.  

The Morris Chronicle, July 17, 1901 edition, reported on a visit from Samuel and Isabel’s 
granddaughters: 

“Misses Grace and Ina Hopkins of Oneonta have been visiting their grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel Hopkins.” 

The January 1, 1902 edition of the same newspaper included another report of a visit by Grace 
and Ina. 

The following remembrances, written by Ina I. Hopkins, are generally consistent with the above 
newspaper reports: 

"As a child, I spent many happy, carefree weeks with Grandfather and Grandmother 
Hopkins. I was allowed perfect freedom which was quite to my taste. I recall the lazy hours 
of a summer afternoon, spent in the old rope hammock swung between the ancient lilac 
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bushes, the thrill of a high swing under a big pear tree, the unforgettable fragrance of ripe 
raspberries warmed by the July sun, and growing on tangled bushes by an old stone wall in 
the orchard. Perhaps, best of all were the countless hours that passed all too soon while I 
dreamed away the summer mornings in the sun on the low milk house roof. My companions, 
always, were books and a liberal, exhaustless supply of Grandmother's thick, soft, tangy 
ginger cookies and a tin cup of cold water from the old well. (Milk had once nauseated me so 
violently as a young child that I have never been able to drink it raw since!) 

When I was still a child, Grandfather retired from the old farm to lead an easier life on a few 
acres, in a pleasant house on the main road in the hamlet of West Laurens. Here, he and 
Grandmother lived until his death in 1909. 

In the meantime, Andrew Cope, husband of Mabel, foster-daughter of Samuel and Isabel, 
had purchased the old farm. After a few years, however, the Copes chose to abandon farming 
for a storekeeper life in Laurens village. Thus the Hopkins acres passed out of the family." 

The December 23, 1904 edition of The Otsego Farmer reported in the local news: 

“Mrs. Samuel Hopkins is entertaining her sister, Mrs. Erwin [sic, Erway] of Pennsylvania.”6 

The 1905 census again reported the household in Laurens, with Samuel again working as a 
farmer. There were no children in the home at this time. 

On June 29, 1905, The Otsego Journal reported more family affairs: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Cope and son Clarence visited at Samuel Hopkins’ over Sunday.” 

and, 

“Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins are entertaining their four grand children from Oneonta.”7 

The Freeman's Journal of October 19, 1905 reported on a visit by Samuel’s sister: 

“Will Leonard and wife and Mrs. Springer of Gilbertsville visited at Samuel Hopkins’ the 
last of the week.”8 

A few weeks later, The Morris Chronicle reported: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins go this Tuesday to Galeton, Pa., to visit their son Fred. 
Before returning home they will they will visit other relatives in Pennsylvania and Southern 
New York.” 

The Otsego Journal reported on January 18, 1906: 

“The Ladies’ Aid and Missionary Society met Wednesday for dinner with Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Hopkins.” 

                                                           
6 This refers to Louisa Scheble, who was married to James Franklin Erway. 
7 The four children were Grace, Ina, Arnold and Milton Hopkins. 
8 “Mrs. Springer” refers to Samuel’s sister Welthon Isabelle Hopkins, married to Perry Springer. 
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Then on July 5, 1906, The Freeman’s Journal reported another visit by Samuel and Isabel’s 
granddaughter: 

“Miss Ina Hopkins of Oneonta is visiting her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Hopkins.” 

 
Samuel and Isabelle Hopkins Family – about 1905 

Samuel and Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins on left. The woman who is the fourth from the left is Mabel 
Lydia Hopkins, Samuel and Isabel’s foster daughter (she was born in 1880, the daughter of Oscar 

Morrell Hopkins, Samuel’s uncle). Standing behind Mabel is her husband, Andrew Cope. The 
identity of the others is unknown, but likely they are family members. The standing woman, third 

from the right, appears to be Grace R. Hopkins, Samuel and Isabelle’s granddaughter; the woman to 
the right of Grace may be her mother, Mary Moshier Hopkins, with Solon Hopkins on the far right. 

The girl to the left of Grace may be Ina Hopkins, Grace’s sister. The three boys in the lower right may 
include Arnold and Milton Hopkins. 

The Morris Chronicle, August 15, 1906 edition, reported: 

“Andrew Cope and family of Laurens visited at Samuel Hopkins’ Sunday.” 

On December 5, 1906, The Morris Chronicle reported: 

“Samuel Hopkins and wife were at S. E. Hopkins’ in Oneonta on Thanksgiving day.” 

The Freeman's Journal of December 12, 1907 reported: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins spent Saturday at Oscar Hopkins’, near Gilbert’s Lake.” 

On April 23, 1908, The Freeman’s Journal reported on more visits by relatives: 
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Miss Ina Hopkins has been spending a few days with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Hopkins.” 
and, 

“Edwin M. Hopkins of New York spent his Easter vacation with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Hopkins.” 

 
The Lakeview Events Center on Y.M.C.A. Road 

in West Laurens – site of former Hopkins family farm 
(photograph provided by owners of Lakeview Events Center) 

More local news from The Freeman’s Journal, January 7, 1909: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins received the sad news of the death of their son Fred’s wife 
on Wednesday, at her home in Bath. Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins left on Thursday for that place.” 
and, 

“Prof. E. M. Hopkins and family left here Friday for their home in New York, after spending 
the holidays with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins.” 

The Freeman’s Journal of July 24, 1909 reported: 

“Samuel Hopkins and E. M. Hopkins attended the Democratic Convention at Cooperstown 
on Saturday.” 

Two weeks later, the same newspaper reported on August 7: 
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“Fred Hopkins and son of Galiton [sic, Galeton], S. E. Hopkins and family of Oneonta, are 
at the home of their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins, for a few days.” 

The October 16, 1909 edition of The Freeman's Journal reported Samuel’s final illness: 

"Samuel Hopkins is confined to his bed with pneumonia." 

The October 20, 1909 edition of the Rural Times had a similar, but more dire, report: 

"S. T. Hopkins is very low with pneumonia. No hopes is given for his recovery." 

The October 23, 1909 edition of the Rural Times reported Samuel's death and included a brief 
obituary: 

"Samuel L. Hopkins died October 18, 1909, of pneumonia, after an illness of eleven days at 
the age of 68 years. He was born in the town of Laurens and had always lived in the vicinity 
of West Laurens. He is survived by his wife and three sons, Solon E. of Oneonta, Fred H. of 
Gayalton [sic, Galeton], Penn., Edwin M. of Long Island City; one daughter, Mrs. Andrew 
Cope of Laurens, and three brothers and one sister, besides a large number of cousins. The 
funeral was on Wednesday at the Friends church, Rev. Mr. Cook of Morris officiating. 
Interment at Morris." 

Following is another announcement and obituary: 

“Samuel T. Hopkins 
West Laurens, Oct. 19. – (Special) – Samuel T. Hopkins died Tuesday evening, Oct. 18th, at 
his home in West Laurens, after a ten days’ illness with pneumonia, aged 69 years. The 
deceased was well known and highly respected and his many friends will be pained to hear of 
his death. He was born in the town of Laurens and has always lived always lived in this 
vicinity. He is survived by his wife, three sons, Salem [sic, Solon], of Oneonta, Fred, Paleton 
[sic, Galeton], Pa., Edwin of Long Island City, and a daughter, Mrs. Andrew Cope, of 
Laurens; also one sister, Mrs. Springer, of Gilbertsville, and three brothers, David of 
Gilberts Lake, Oscar, of Laurens, and Stephen, of this place. The funeral will be held on 
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. at the house, and 1 o’clock at the Friends church, Rev. E. D. Cook 
of Morris officiating, with interment at Morris.” 

A newspaper published the following report on Samuel’s funeral: 

“The funeral of the late Samuel Hopkins was held at the Friends’ church on Wednesday 
afternoon. There was a large gathering of neighbors and friends which showed the high 
esteem in which he was held. James Harrison, Peter Seeber, David Peet, Charles Gaylor, 
Charles Ackley and Peter Hanson, Masonic Brethren from Laurens, acted as bearers. There 
were beautiful floral tributes from the Masonic lodge at Laurens, the Oneonta post office and 
the Ladies’ Aid of which he had long been a member. What but a few days ago was a 
pleasant happy house is all broken up. The place is sold and Mrs. Hopkins is moving her 
household goods to Morris and on Friday, Oct. 27, the remainder of goods and other 
personal property is to be sold at auction.” 
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After the funeral, the following was published in the November 6, 1909 edition of The 
Freeman’s Journal: 

"The attendance at the auction of the late Samuel Hopkins on Friday was not large on 
account of its being a very cold, windy day, but the property was all sold at a fair price." 

After Samuel’s death, Isabel was reported living with her son, Edwin M. Hopkins, and Edwin’s 
wife, Alida, in Queens, New York, in the 1910 census.  

In the 1920 census, Isabel was reported living with her son Frederick W. Hopkins in Galeton, 
Potter County, Pennsylvania. 

In 1930, the year of her death, she was reported by the census as living in the household of 
another of her sons, Solon Hopkins, in Oneonta, New York.  

Her death was reported in The Oneonta Daily Star as follows: 

“Mrs. Isabelle Hopkins 
Mrs. Isabelle Hopkins, 83 years old, died at 12:50 o’clock this morning at the home of her 
son, S. E. Hopkins, 32 Center street, following an illness of several weeks due to the 
infirmities of age.  
An obituary notice, together with funeral announcement, will appear in The Star of 
Thursday.” 

Following is her obituary: 

“Two Descendants in Fifth Generation of Mrs. Hopkins 

Esteemed Laurens and Oneonta Woman Leaves Two Great Great Grandchildren – 
Funeral Friday Afternoon 

Mrs. Isabelle (Schneble) Hopkins, who was born in Baden, Germany, October 13, 1847, and 
whose death was briefly noticed in The Star of yesterday, lived to achieve an unusual 
pleasure, to see two of her fifth generation descendants. Surviving her are two sons and one 
daughter, 10 grandchildren, seven great grandchildren and two great great grandchildren. 
Funeral services will be held from the home of her son, Solon E. Hopkins, 32 Center street, 
where she died shortly before 1 o’clock Wednesday morning following a few months’ illness 
due to the infirmities of age, Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock. Rev. Dr. Herbert F. Randolph of 
the First Methodist church will officiate and interment will be made in the family plot of 
Hillington cemetery at Morris. 
Mrs. Hopkins as noticed above was born in Baden, Germany, but came to this country with 
her parents when she was only a few months old. The family first settled at Buffalo, but later 
moved to the vicinity of Corning, where most of her early years were spent. Samuel T. 
Hopkins of Laurens was working in that vicinity in 18869 and there he met and married his 
wife in that year at Campbelltown. 

                                                           
9 This is a misprint or transcription error. 1866 is the correct date. 
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They then returned to Laurens, where they made their home until the death of Mr. Hopkins 
about 20 years ago. His widow then went to Galeton, Pa., where she made her home with her 
son, Dr. Fred W. Hopkins, until his death a year and a half ago. Since that time she had 
resided with the Oneonta son. 
Mrs. Hopkins was a woman keenly devoted to her home and family, and while she was able 
to do much for the pleasure and comfort of others about her, still she gave most of her time 
and effort to those of her own household. She was a member of the Christian church at West 
Laurens for many years, but during her long residence at Galeton she attended the Methodist 
church there. 
Mrs. Hopkins is survived by two sons, Solon E. Hopkins of this city and Edwin M. Hopkins of 
Brooklyn, and one daughter, Mrs. Andrew Cope of 142 Chestnut street; a sister, Mrs. Louisa 
Erway of Harrison Valley, Pa.; and the 10 grandchildren, seven great grandchildren and two 
great great grandchildren.” 

The April 5, 1930 edition of the Oneonta Daily Star reported on Isabel’s funeral: 

“Many Attend Funeral of Mrs. Isabelle Hopkins 
 Largely attended funeral services for Mrs. Isabelle (Schneble) Hopkins were held 
yesterday afternoon at 2 o’clock from the home of her son, Solon E. Hopkins, where she died 
early Wednesday morning, at 32 Center street. Rev. Dr. Herbert F. Randolph of the First 
Methodist church officiated and burial was made in Hillington cemetery at Morris. 
 The bearers were four grandsons of the deceased, Clarence Cope, Stuart Cope, Maurice 
Hopkins and Arnold E. Hopkins. Among the floral tributes, in addition to many sent by 
relatives and friends, were pieces from the employes [sic] of Oneonta post office, neighbors, 
and the faculty of the Lane Junior High school of Brooklyn. 
 Those attending the service included many from Otego, Mt. Vision, New Berlin, 
Gilbertsville, Morris, Laurens and West Laurens; Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Hopkins and Mr. and 
Mrs. Maurice D. Hopkins, Brooklyn; Mrs. F. W. Hopkins, Galeton, Pa.; Miss Ina Hopkins of 
Hartsdale, and Herbert C. Greene and daughter, Miss Mary, of Utica.” 

Samuel and Isabel are buried in Hillington Cemetery, Morris, Otsego County, New York. 

  
        Samuel Hopkins     Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins 
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1840 – Samuel T. Hopkins – 1909 
his wife 

1847 – Isabel Schneble – 1930 
1871 – Edwin M. Hopkins – 1949 

1866 – Alida M. Bresee - 1950 

Children of Samuel Hopkins and Isabel Schneble are: 

i. SOLON ERA HOPKINS, born February 22, 1867 in Laurens, Otsego County, New York; 
died May 25, 1936 in Oneonta, Otsego County, New York; married MARY MARTHA 
MOSHIER October 27, 1886 in Oneonta, New York. 

 (See Generation 2 - Part 2) 

ii. Frederick William Hopkins10, born March 31 or April 1, 186911 in Laurens, Otsego County, 
New York12; died June 12, 1928 in Blossburg, Tioga County, Pennsylvania13; married (1) 
Agnes Smith about 1891; born April 1868 in Bath, Steuben County, New York14; died 

                                                           
10 Another source gives Frederick’s name as William Frederick Hopkins.  
11 Other sources gives 1868 or 1870 as Frederick’s birth year; however, Frederick is reported in the 1870 census, age 
one year, and his death certificate gives his age at death as 59 years, 2 months and 13 days.  
12 Frederick’s obituary identifies Oneonta as his birthplace, but this is doubtful; his death certificate indicates 
Laurens as his birthplace. 
13 Another source gives Galeton, Potter County, Pennsylvania as Frederick’s death place, but his death certificate 
identifies Blossburg as the location. 
14 The 1900 census recorded Pennsylvania as the birthplace of Agnes.  
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December 30, 1908 in Bath, Steuben County, New York; married (2) Amy Thompson 
January 5, 1921; born December 3, 1893 in Wellsboro, Tioga County, Pennsylvania; died 
January 26, 1958 in Wellsboro, Tioga County, Pennsylvania. 

 Through the 1880 census, Frederick was reported living in Samuel and Isabella’s 
household in Laurens, Otsego County, New York. 

 During the 1880s, Frederick was often reported sick in the local newspaper: 

August 18, 1886, The Morris Chronicle: “Fred Hopkins has returned home from 
Peekskill and has been quite sick.” 

February 11, 1888, The Otsego Farmer: “Fred Hopkins was at home sick last week. He 
was able to return to school at Oneonta this week.” 

August 11, 1888, The Otsego Farmer: “Fred Hopkins is home from his work near 
Gilbertsville, on the sick list.” 

 About 1891, he married Agnes Smith. Agnes was the daughter of Reuben and Sarah Smith, 
and was born in Bath, Steuben County, New York.  

 In 1900, the census reported Frederick, Agnes and their son Reuben living in Westfield, 
Tioga County, Pennsylvania. Frederick was working as a dentist. 

 Agnes died in 1908 and is buried in Grove Cemetery, Bath, Steuben County, New York. 

 
Agness Smith Hopkins 1868 – 1908 

(photo posted by Barbara Gibson for Agnes’ memorial at www.findagrave.com) 
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 The 1910 census reported Frederick, widowed, living as a boarder in Galeton, Potter 
County, Pennsylvania and working as a dentist. 

 In the 1920 census, Frederick was again reported living in Galeton, Pennsylvania with his 
mother Isabelle, son Reuben and his dental assistant Amy Thompson. Frederick married 
Amy in the following year. 

 
Frederick W. Hopkins 

 Frederick died in 1928, before the next census. Following is an obituary:  

“DR. HOPKINS PASSES AWAY 
Prominent Galeton Dentist Expires at Blossburg Hospital Tuesday Evening 

Dr. Frederick W. Hopkins passed away at the Blossburg Hospital at 9 P.M., Tuesday 
evening June 12th, following an illness of less than two weeks duration. It was on 
Saturday, June 2nd, that Dr. Hopkins went to the hospital for an examination by his 
personal friend, Dr. Cole. At the time he left he did not think he was seriously ill, but an 
examination showed him to be suffering from uraemic poisoning, and little hopes were 
held out for his recovery. 
In spite of the fact that it was known that he was seriously ill, the news of his death was 
a shock to everyone who knew him. His wife and son were at his bedside when he 
expired. 
Dr. Hopkins was born at Oneonta, N.Y., and was 58 years of age on his last birthday. 
His first dental work was with the late Dr. H. J. Stocking of Westfield. The firm of 
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Stocking & Hopkins established a branch office at Galeton, which was in charge of Dr. 
Hopkins, and in 1901 he moved to Galeton permanently. 
His first wife died quite a number of years ago, and on January 5th, 1921 he was united 
in marriage to Miss Amy Thompson of this place, who survives him. He is also survived 
by his aged mother, Mrs. Isabelle Hopkins, who made her home with her son; one son, 
Reuben S. Hopkins, of Hackensack, Minn., and two brothers, E. M. Hopkins of 
Woodhaven, N.Y., and S. E. Hopkins, of Oneonta, N.Y. 
Dr. Hopkins was a general favorite with all who knew him. Always dependable and fun-
loving he was always one of the first to respond in any civic or public enterprise and his 
generosity and co-operation were limited only by available time and means. 
Prominent in Masonic Circles he was a Pastmaster of Galeton Lodge No. 602, a 
member of Galeton Council, Westfield Chapter, Coudersport Consistory, Coudersport 
Commandery and Ismailia Shrine. He was President of the Galeton Acacia Club, a 
member of the board of directors of the Brookland Club and Vice President of the 
Galeton Motor Club. 
The funeral services will be held from his late home on Main street, Friday, June 15th at 
1:30 P.M., in charge of Coudersport Commandery, Knight Templars. The funeral will 
be private, except to members of the Masonic fraternities and by card. This is in 
accordance with the wishes of the deceased. Interment will be made in the West Hill 
cemetery.” 

 
Gravestone of Frederick Hopkins 

(photo posted by Susan H. for Frederick’s memorial at www.findagrave.com) 

Frederick was buried in West Hills Cemetery, Galeton, Potter County, Pennsylvania. 
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Frederick’s second wife Amy was reported widowed and living in Galeton in the 1930 
census. She was working as a saleswoman in a drug store.  

On January 25, 1935, Amy married Henry M. Northam in Galeton. 

Amy died in 1958 and is buried in West Hill Cemetery, Galeton, Potter County, 
Pennsylvania. 

 
Amy E. Northam 

1893-1958 
(photo posted by Susan H. for Amy’s memorial at www.findagrave.com) 

iii. Edwin Morrell Hopkins, born November 2, 1871 in Laurens, Otsego County, New York; 
died October 29, 1949 in Oneonta, Otsego County, New York; married Alida M. Bresee 
June 28, 1899 in Huntington, Hampshire County, Massachusetts; born April 22, 1866 in 
Morris, Otsego County, New York; died April 16, 1950 in Morris, Otsego County, New 
York. 

Edwin was reported in his parents’ household in Laurens in the censuses of 1875, 1880, 
and 1892. 

In April of 1893, Edwin took and passed a civil service examination for the position of mail 
carrier in the Oneonta post office. I have found no record indicating that he ever worked in 
this position. 

In the August 19, 1896 edition of The Morris Chronicle, Edwin was listed as one of several 
Morris High School graduates who had secured teaching positions: 
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“WHERE THEY WILL TEACH 

Below we give a list of recent graduates of Morris High School and the training class 
who have secured positions to teach next year, as far as we have been able to obtain: 
(names omitted) 

Edwin M. Hopkins—Mt. Vision 
(names omitted) 

The Richfield Springs Mercury reported in September 29, 1898 edition reported: 

“Among Oneonta graduates who have recently received positions in New York upon 
the recommendation of Dr. Bugbee we note Edwin M. Hopkins, of West Laurens, lately 
principal of the Mt. Vision school, and Miss Bertha C. Reeder.” 

The January 4, 1899 edition of The Morris Chronicle reported: 

“Edwin M. Hopkins, principal’s assistant in the grammar school at Astoria, Greater 
New York, was in town Saturday and Sunday.” 

In June of 1899, Edwin married Alida Bresee. The following wedding announcement is 
from an unknown newspaper: 

“BRESEE – HOPKINS 

The following item of interest to a large number of our readers appeared in the 
Huntington (Mass.,) Herald of last Saturday: 
A very pretty, quiet wedding took place at the home of Rev. J. Dwight Roberts, pastor of 
the Baptist church, Wednesday, June 28th. The contracting parties were Miss Alida M. 
Bresee of Morris, and Mr. Edwin M. Hopkins of Astoria, Long Island. Miss Bresee 
arrived in Huntington Monday accompanied by her friend, Miss Mary Cady of 
Burlington, N. Y. Tuesday was spent in taking in the beautiful scenery and surrounding 
hills. Mr. Hopkins came on Wednesday morning, when the words that made the twain 
one flesh were pronounced by Mr. Roberts, their former pastor. Mrs. Hopkins has been 
for several years a successful teacher in the High School at Morris, N. Y., one of the 
most noted schools of its class in the Empire State. Mr. Hopkins is one of twenty-six 
teachers in one of Greater New York’s schools, having on its rolls more than one 
thousand pupils. Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins took their departure for New York city by way 
of Hartford, Conn., and will visit Towanda, Pa., Binghamton, Mt. Upton, Cooperstown 
and other points in New York.” 

In its August 2, 1899 edition, The Morris Chronicle reported: 

“Edwin M. Hopkins and his bride (nee Alida Bresee) reached their Morris home last 
week. Mr. Hopkins will remain in this vicinity until the school year opens, when he 
returns to Greater New York. Mrs. Hopkins will continue a member of the Morris High 
School faculty.” 
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Alida Bresee 

The Morris Chronicle of July 18, 1906 reported on Edwin and Alida’s vacation: 

“Prof. Edwin M. Hopkins and family of Greater New York are here spending the 
summer vacation at Samuel Hopkins’s.” 

On September 17, 1908, The Freeman’s Journal reported that Edwin was ill: 

“Edwin M. Hopkins was taken quite ill Tuesday morning and was unable to return to 
his school as he expected.” 

The Morris Chronicle, August 18, 1909 edition, reported on a talk given locally by Edwin: 

“Last Sunday evening Edwin Hopkins of the Greater New York schools, gave a talk to 
young people at the M. E. church. The rain kept many away. Mr. Hopkins gave an 
excellent address along the lines of right living which was profitable to listen to, and it 
is regretted that every young man and woman in town couldn’t have heard it.” 

A week and a half after his father Samuel’s death, the October 29, 1909 edition of The 
Otsego Farmer reported, in the West Laurens section: 

“Edwin M. Hopkins has sold his place here to Charles Sheldon for $825.” 

In 1910, the census reported Edwin, Alida, their son Maurice, Edwin’s mother Isabella and 
Alida’s mother Electa living in the Borough of Queens, New York City, with Edwin 
working as a public school teacher. This location and occupation would be repeated in 
succeeding census reports. 
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The June 28, 1911 edition of The Morris Chronicle reported on an alumni reunion for 
Morris High School, at which Alida spoke: 

“Mrs. Edwin M. Hopkins of Brooklyn, class of 1884, and for a number of years as Miss 
Alida Bresee a teacher in our school, spoke on ‘Reminiscences.” 

 
Isabella (Schneble) and Edwin M. Hopkins 

On July 29, 1914, The Morris Chronicle reported on Edwin’s involvement in a real estate 
venture: 

“George Griffith and wife and son of Utica were visitors in Morris several days last 
week, visiting Edwin M. Hopkins. Mr. Griffith is associated with Mr. Hopkins in a real 
estate corporation developing the ‘Allyn Tract’ in Woodhaven, Brooklyn.” 

The New York census of 1915 reported Edwin, Alida, their son Maurice, and Alida’s 
mother, Electa Bresee, living in Woodhaven, Queens, New York. Edwin was again 
reported working as a school teacher. 

The Morris Chronicle contained another report of Edwin’s real estate activity in its 
December 1, 1915 edition: 

“George W. Griffith of Utica has just sold for account of the Allyn Tract Realty 
Corporation fifteen lots out of their property at Woodhaven, L. I., for $19,950. The 
buyer has also taken an option on fourteen other lots at $16,000. The stockholders of 



 # 2022 

this corporation are mostly Central New York people, several from Morris being 
interested in it, and Edwin M. Hopkins is the president of it. This is the second sale 
made this year.” 

The 1920 census reported Edwin, Alida, their son Maurice, and Alida’s mother and sister 
living on Woodhaven Avenue in Woodhaven Borough, New York City, Queens County, 
New York. Edwin’s occupation was reported to be a public school teacher. 

The New York census of 1925 again reported Edwin, Alida, and Maurice at Woodhaven 
Boulevard in Queens, with Edwin again a school teacher. 

In 1930, the census once again reported Edwin and Alida living on Woodhaven Boulevard 
in New York City, Queens County, New York. Edwin was again reported to be working as 
a public school teacher. 

The Rural Times, July 5, 1935 edition, reported on Edwin’s retirement: 

“E. M. Hopkins, accompanied by his son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Hopkins of Glendale arrived at the Hopkins’ residence, corner of Grove and West Main 
streets Friday night. E. M. Hopkins, having completed 36 years of successful teaching, 
retired at the end of the school year and will hereafter make his home in Morris.” 

In 1937, the August 12 edition of The South New Berlin Bee reported on Edwin’s role in 
the Hopkins family reunion of that year. This reunion had been held annually since 1897, 
except for 1916 due to the Spanish flu: 

“Edwin M. Hopkins of Morris presented each family group present with a souvenir 
copy of the history of the Hopkins family and reunions in commemoration of his 30 
consecutive years as secretary. He was greatly surprised to receive a generous purse as 
an appreciation of his faithful services.  

Seven births, one death and one marriage were reported as occurring during the year.  

Officers elected were: President, Frank Anderson; vice president, Frank Hopkins; 
secretary-treasurer Ina L. Hopkins; entertainment committee, Stuart Cope, chairman; 
Warren Millard, Maurice Hopkins. 

The 1938 reunion will be held at Gilbert lake park on the first Saturday of August.” 

The same newspaper, November 25, 1937 edition, reported: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Hopkins left Tuesday for New York city to spend the 
Thanksgiving holiday with their son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Hopkins. On Saturday they expect to start for St. Petersburg, Fla., where they will 
spend the winter.” 

The following spring, The Freeman’s Journal, May 18, 1938 edition, reported: 
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“Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Hopkins of Glendale spent the week-end with the former’s 
mother, Mrs. E. M. Hopkins and also visited Mr. Hopkins’ father, Edwin M. Hopkins, 
who has been a patient in the Bassett Hospital at Cooperstown since the 25th of April.” 

The 1940 census reported Edwin and Alida living in Morris, Otsego County, New York. 
Edwin was reported as a retired teacher. 

The May 8, 1946 edition of The Freeman’s Journal reported in the local news section: 

“Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Hopkins of Morris and Mr. and Mrs. Maurice D. Hopkins of 
Woodhaven, Long Island, were Sunday callers at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Hopkins.” 

The Oneonta Star, July 5, 1949 edition, reported on the celebration of Edwin and Alida’s 
50th wedding anniversary, as follows: 

“Well Known Morris Couple Observe Golden 
Wedding Anniversary With Party 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Hopkins of Morris were honored at a dinner Saturday night at 
the Otesaga Hotel in Cooperstown to mark the couple’s fiftieth wedding anniversary. 
Because of the inability of their son, Maurice D. Hopkins, to be with them on the actual 
anniversary, June 28, the dinner was not held until after the New York City schools had 
closed for the summer, for he is principal of the Jamaica High School there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins both come from families which have resided in Otsego County 
for many generations. Mrs. Hopkins is a native of Morris, where for many years her 
father, Daniel Bresee, was undertaker and cabinet maker. Alida Bresee attended the 
Morris High School and was graduated from the teacher training class of that school. 
Before her marriage to Mr. Hopkins, she taught in the Dimmick Hollow School and in 
the Morris High School. 

Edwin Hopkins is a native West Laurens, the youngest son of Samuel Hopkins who 
farmed there and later ran the general store and post office in that village. 

Following his graduation from the Morris High School, he entered the Oneonta Normal 
School, boarding at the home of his brother, Solon Hopkins, who was for many years 
assistant postmaster in Oneonta and superintendent of the Sunday School and treasurer 
of the First Methodist Church. After graduation from the Oneonta Normal School, Mr. 
Hopkins taught a year in Mount Vision and then went to New York City to teach there. 
Alida Bresee and Edwin Hopkins were married June 28, 1899. 

Until his retirement about a dozen years ago, Mr. Hopkins taught in the public 
elementary and junior high school of New York City. On his retirement, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hopkins, who had always spent their summers in Morris, moved back home where they 
have taken an active interest in the community. Mr. Hopkins, in the period since his 
retirement, has been active in the Library, the Boy Scouts, the Upstate Baptist 
Children’s Home, has served as deacon and trustee of the First Baptist Church of 
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Morris, and as master of the Morris Masonic Lodge. In recent years the Hopkins’ have 
spent their winters in St. Petersburg, Florida.” 

(last paragraph, containing a list of guests, omitted) 

 
50th Wedding Anniversary – Alida (Bresee) and Edwin M. Hopkins 

Edwin’s died later that fall. His obituary, from The Freeman’s Journal, November 2, 1949: 

“Edwin M. Hopkins of Morris died Friday of last week at the Fox Hospital in Oneonta 
after a short illness. He was 77 years old.  

Mr. Hopkins was born November 2, 1871 at Laurens, son of Samuel and Isabell 
(Schneble) Hopkins. He attended Morris schools and was a graduate of the Oneonta 
Normal School and New York University. On June 28, 1899, he married Alida W. 
Bresee, who survives.  

Prior to coming to Morris in 1932, he was a teacher in New York City schools and 
lived in Woodhaven from 1900 until 1932. In Morris, he was a member and deacon of 
the First Baptist Church of Morris, a trustee of Kenyon Free Library, and a past master 
of Tianderra Lodge, F. & AM. Morris.  

Besides his wife, he is survived by a son, Maurice Hopkins of Glendale.” 
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Alida passed away the following spring. One newspaper notice of Alida’s death reads as 
follows: 

 “Former Morris Resident Dies 
Morris – Mrs. Alida Bresee Hopkins, of 931 Boulevard, Glendale, a former resident of 
Morris, died about 8:30 a.m. Sunday at the home of her son, Maurice Hopkins.  
Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday at the Morris Baptist Church. The 
Rev. Douglas Alan Clark will officiate. Burial will be in Hilington [sic] Cemetery.” 

An obituary for Alida published in the newspaper reads as follows: 

“Mrs. Hopkins Rites Held 
Morris – Funeral services for Alida B. Hopkins, who died Sunday at her home here, 
were held yesterday afternoon at the First Baptist Church. The Rev. Douglas Alan 
Clark, pastor, officiated, and burial was in Hillington Cemetery. 
Mrs. Hopkins was born on April 22, 1866, at Morris, daughter of Daniel J. and Electa 
P. (Matterson) Bresee. She was married to Edwin M. Hopkins on June 28, 1899, in 
Massachusetts.  
She had resided in Morris most of her life with the exception of 25 years when she lived 
in New York City. Mrs. Hopkins was a member of the First Baptist Church. She 
attended Morris High School and training class. 
A former school teacher, she taught in the district school at Dimmock Hollow and at 
Morris Union School for 11 years prior to her marriage. Her husband, a retired New 
York City teacher, died on October 28, 1940 [sic, 1949], at Morris. 
Following his death, Mrs. Hopkins spent the winter with her son, Maurice D. Hopkins, 
who is principal of Jamaica High School. She and her husband celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on June 28, 1949. 
Surviving is her son, Maurice.” 

Edwin and Alida are buried in Hillington Cemetery, Morris, Otsego County, New York.  

  
    Edwin M. Hopkins    Alida (Bresee) Hopkins 

(Also, see gravestone photo of Samuel T. Hopkins and Isabel Schneble, above). 
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GENERATION 3 – PART 4 

George Moshier and Rebecca Schneble Family 

GEORGE BENJAMIN MOSHIER, born April 6, 18361 in Unadilla, Otsego County, New 
York; died August 3, 1926 in Westfield Township, Tioga County, Pennsylvania. He was the son 
of John Moshier and Lulu Churchill. He married Rebecca Schneble about 1861. 

REBECCA SCHNEBLE, born January 30, 1841 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; 
died May, 19002 in Whites Corners, Potter County, Pennsylvania. She was the daughter of 
Johann Schneble and Anna Maria Held. 

In the 1850 census, George Moshier, age 14, was reported in the household of Sally (or Lally) 
Moshier, in Kirkland, Oneida County with five other Moshiers, ranging from age 9 to 20. This 
Sally or Lally was probably George’s mother, Lulu Churchill. 

In the 1860 census, George was reported living with Henry Moshier and Henry's wife and child 
in Big Flats, Chemung County, New York. Henry was George's older brother.  

The 1870 census, from Harrison, Potter County, Pennsylvania reported George married to 
Rebecca, with two children and “John Snable” (sic, Schneble), Rebecca's father, living as part of 
the household (Harrison Township, Pennsylvania is located just below the New York border and 
slightly west of Big Flats, New York). 

The following remembrance of Rebecca was written by Ina I. Hopkins: 

"Rebecca Schneble Moshier, known to all her family as “Becky,” was to us but a memory. 
Mother spoke of her always in the most loving terms. I have heard much in her praise from 
less biased relatives. They always spoke of her sterling qualities, her Christian virtues, her 
hard life with George Moshier. 

She was the daughter of John and Mary Held Schneble who emigrated from Baden, 
Germany, about 1840, and lived in or near Corning. The family was Catholic. Grandmother 
Schneble had a fine singing voice, and many of her descendants were very musical." 

The 1880 census reported George and Rebecca living with their children and George's mother, 
Lally (or Sally, the writing is difficult to decipher), again from Harrison, Potter County, 
Pennsylvania. 

A local news item for the Whites Corners area, from the August 15, 1883 edition of The Potter 
Enterprise reads as follows: 

“There is to be a camp meeting in G. B. Moshier’s grove beginning Aug. 16th and lasting 
four days.” 

                                                           
1 George’s obituary gives April 18, 1836 as his birth date. 
2 George’s obituary gives a date of May 3, 1900; however, this appears to be questionable based upon newspaper 
accounts of Rebecca’s last days. 
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The Moshier Family - Rebecca (Schneble), John, George B. and Mary 

In the following year, the same publication reported that G. B. Moshier had purchased a new 
organ. 

A case of attempted extortion involving George was reported in the March 17, 1885 edition of 
The Wellsboro Gazette-Mansfield Advertiser, as follows: 

“-Last Tuesday United States Deputy Marshal J. W. Mather arrested Messrs. John B. Ewing, 
of Knoxville, and John Dunn, of Troup’s Creek, N.Y., who it is alleged had been engaged in 
passing themselves off as United States revenue officers. They visited the establishment of 
George B. Moshier, at Harrison Valley, and claimed to find some crookedness in his use of 
cigar stamps. It was suggested that the matter might be hushed up by the “officers” on the 
payment of $200 by Moshier. This he declined to pay, and he was afterward notified by letter 
that a return of “no violation by law” might be made to the Government if $50 was forked 
over, and at the same time the writer hinted that “a wise man knoweth where the wind 
listeth.” This outrageous misquotation of Scripture didn’t fetch the money, but it did bring 
Deputy Marshall Mather, who arrested Ewing at Knoxville and Dunn just this side of the 
State line. A hearing was had before Commissioner Smith at Tioga on Wednesday, and the 
“officers” were held to bail in the sum of $800 each to appear at Pittsburgh on the 18th of 
April. They failed to get bail, and were lodged in the jail in this borough last Thursday.” 
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The Harrison Valley Aid Union, No. 522, was organized January 18, 1887. In 1889, the 
members included George B. Moshier and his wife. 

The April 25, 1900 edition of The Potter Enterprise of Coudersport, Pennsylvania reported that 
Rebecca suffered a stroke: 

“WHITES CORNERS 

This community was shocked Friday when the news was circulated that Mrs. G. B. Moshier 
was lying helpless from a stroke of paralysis. At this writing she is no better. Dr. Webster is 
in attendance.” 

The May 9 edition contained the following brief note: 

Mrs. Moshier is still alive but there are no hopes of her recovery.” 

No subsequent report in this newspaper was made of Rebecca’s death, but the May 23 edition 
reported the following in the local news section for Whites Corners: 

“Mr. and Mrs. John Mosher, of Westfield, accompanied by his father, visited the cemetery at 
this place Sunday.” 

The 1900 census, from Harrison, Potter County, Pennsylvania, reported George Moshier living 
alone.  

The following remembrances of George Moshier’s final years were written by Ina I. Hopkins: 

“We had little contact, except thru letters, with Mother’s family after Grandmother 
Moshier’s death in 1900. At that time, in the breaking up of the home, there developed a 
breach between Mother and her father which was never healed although he lived for 26 
years afterwards. The family “skeleton” haunted our closet for all that time. 

Grandfather Moshier made his home with his son, John, in Westfield, Pa. Retired from 
farming he did gardening and other odd jobs. He drank heavily and had a very disagreeable 
disposition, according to those with whom we had any contact. Father gave toward his 
support, but no one dared tell Grandfather, else he would have destroyed what the money 
provided." 

A business directory for Tioga County in 1908 reported George, John and John’s son Felix all 
living at 62 Mill Street in Westfield. 

I have not found George Moshier in the 1910 census; he was not reported in John’s household. 

The 1920 census, from Westfield, Tioga County, Pennsylvania shows George living with his son 
John and John’s family. 

The certificate of death for George Benjamin Moshier gives his date of death as August 3, 1926, 
and his age as 90 years, 3 months, 27 days. The place of death is noted as Tioga County, 
Pennsylvania. The certificate identifies his parents as John Moshier and Lulu (spelling uncertain) 
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Churchill. His mother's name in the certificate is slightly different than reported in the 1865, 
1870 and 1880 census reports. In the certificate, his place of birth was given as Unadilla, New 
York. He was identified as a widower and his occupation was "farmer." The place of burial was 
given as Whites Corner, N.Y.  

 
Certificate of Death – George Benjamin Moshier 

An obituary for George reads as follows: 

“AGED MAN DIES 

George Benjamin Died at Home of His Son from Old Age 

Mr. George B. Moshier aged ninety years, died at the home of his son, John Moshier, 
Tuesday, Aug. 3, from the encroachments of old age. He was born April 18, 1836 and died 
Aug. 3, 1926. The deceased was probably the oldest resident of Westfield borough. He was a 
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son of John and Lulu Moshier and was born at Unadilla, N.Y., and came to Big Flats to live 
and in 1863 moved to Whites Corners. He was married to Miss Schnable in 1861 and two 
children were born to them, John of Westfield and Mrs. Solon Hopkins of Oneonta, N.Y., 
both of whom survive their parents’ death. Mrs. Moshier passed away May 3rd, 1900. Since 
that time the deceased has made his home with his son, where he was given every care and 
attention that would make his declining years pleasant.  

The deceased was an industrious man who spent his active life in agriculture. He was honest 
and kind hearted and had the respect of his acquaintances.  

The funeral will be held from the home of John Moshier, Friday Aug. 6th at 10 A.M. Rev. 
Wallace H. Stevens, officiating. Interment will be made in the Whites Corner cemetery.” 

(Note: The May 3, 1900 report of Rebecca Moshier’s death in George’s obituary is questionable, 
given the newspaper report from May 9, quoted above, stating that she was still alive. The 
information in the 1900 newspaper, however, may have been obsolete when it was published, 
since the newspaper in question was published only weekly.) 

George and Rebecca are buried in White’s Corner Cemetery, Harrison Township, Potter County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Children of George Moshier and Rebecca Schneble are: 

i. John Henry Moshier, born April 19, 18623 in Big Flats, Chemung County, New York; died 
May 3, 1951; married Iva May Jones, about 1885; born November 22, 1866 in Hillsdale, 
Hillsdale County, Michigan4; died April 21, 1951 in Westfield Township, Tioga County, 
Pennsylvania. 

John was reported in his parents’ household in the 1870 and 1880 censuses (see above). He 
first appears in the 1900 census (most of the 1890 census reports were destroyed by fire) in 
Westfield Borough, Tioga County, Pennsylvania, living with Iva and their son Felix in the 
household of Iva’s mother. He was reported working as a laborer in a tannery. 

In the 1910 census, John, Iva and Felix were again reported from Westfield Borough, with 
John again reported working in a tannery. 

In 1920, the census again reported John, Iva and Felix, as well as George, John’s father, 
living in Westfield. 

In 1940, the census again reported John and Iva living in Westfield, with John still working 
as a foreman in a tannery.  

The following remembrances were written by Ina I. Hopkins: 

                                                           
3 Another source gives 1863 as the year of John’s birth. 

4 Iva’s death certificate gives November 22, 1865 as her birth date and White’s Corners, Pennsylvania as her birth 
place. 
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"Aunt Iva was an unusually patient and kindly woman, beloved by all who knew her, 
else she would never have borne so bravely the burden of her father-in-law’s 
dissipation and ill-temper. The drinking was an especially sore trial in Uncle John’s 
family, for both he and his son Felix were teetotalers, active in the Baptist Church, with 
rigid standards of morality and daily living. Uncle John and Aunt Iva remained a most 
devoted couple during long years, when they suffered great sorrow in the loss of their 
two dearly loved children, were afflicted with much ill health, and for so many years 
gave a home to an ungrateful parent. 

I visited them, in adult life, whenever I could. They were extremely hospitable and 
affectionate. It was fitting that their lives ended within two weeks of each other, after 
Aunt Iva had been an almost helpless invalid for years. When she could no longer 
speak aloud, she still had the shadow of her naturally sweet smile and showed that she 
had retained a keen, happy sense of humor. 

Their daughter, Lena, died many years ago; she was about 12 years of age when as the 
result of a skating accident, she suffered a fatal skull injury. 

Felix, beloved mainstay of his parents, never married. He lived at home, working as did 
his father, in the Eberle Tanning Co. of Westfield. In time, he bought a car and gave his 
parents many happy hours in it. His death, from acute Bright’s disease, was a terrific 
blow to them." 

(Note: Lena died in 1900 and Felix died in 1922.) 

A newspaper article recounted various biographical details about John and Iva in connection 
with their 63rd anniversary (in the 1940s), as follows: 

“Westfield Man Recalls Early Tannery Work 

“Westfield-Mr. and Mrs. John Moshier celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary with 
“open house” for their many friends and well wishers. They have lived in Westfield all 
of their married life and until his retirement six years ago, Mr. Moshier had been a 
tannery foreman. At the time he started to work in the then small tannery, hemlock bark 
was the only tanning material used. He has seen the hemlock disappear, to be replaced 
by tanning materials from all over the world until now, hemlock bark is used only in 
small quantities for special purposes. 

Mr. Moshier was born in Big Flats, N.Y. on Apr. 19, 1862 and when four years old the 
family moved to Whites Corners, Pa., about 10 miles northwest of Westfield, where he 
lived on a farm. Mr. Moshier has one sister, Mrs. Mary Hopkins, 84, of Oneonta, N.Y., 
and a first cousin, daughter of his father’s brother, Mrs. Carey Stickler, 90, who lives 
on a farm near Campbell, N.Y. and keeps house for a bachelor son. 

Mrs. Moshier, the former Iva May Jones, was born in Hillsdale, Mich. on Nov. 22, 
1866. When she was five years old, the family moved to Cortland County, N.Y. and 
later to Haubers Corners, near Rexville, N.Y. and from there to Whites Corners when 
she was 17. 
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The next Sunday evening at church, which was held in a school house, John had his 
first glimpse of the new girl in town and Iva had her first look at the local boys. Mrs. 
Hiram Chapin obliged with an introduction after church, and John walked Iva home. 
This was (the) start of the long journey they have taken together. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moshier had one son, Felix, who died many years ago. Mrs. Moshier fell 
down stairs injuring her hip, five years ago and has been unable to walk alone. Both 
are otherwise in good health and fair spirits.” 

Iva passed away first, in April of 1951. Her death certificate states that she died of 
complications from diabetes. 

John died a few weeks later, in May, shortly after his 89th birthday. His death certificate 
states that he died primarily from myocarditis (inflammation of the heart), with 
arteriosclerosis as a contributing cause. 

John and Iva are buried in Champlin Cemetery, Westfield, Tioga County, Pennsyslvania. 

ii. MARY MARTHA MOSHIER, born March 22, 1864 in Big Flats, Chemung County, 
New York; died March 2, 1950 in Oneonta, New York; married SOLON ERA HOPKINS 
October 27, 1886 in Oneonta, New York. 

(See Generation 2 - Part 2) 
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GENERATION 4 – PARTS 6 AND 8 

Johann Schneble and Anna Maria Held Family 

JOHANN SCHNEBLE,1 born April 9, 1813 in Germany; died February 1880 at the Willard 
Asylum, Willard, Seneca County, New York. He was the son of Senesius Schneble and Brigitta 
Klopferin2. He married Anna Maria Held February 19, 1838 in the Catholic church in 
Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

ANNA MARIA HELD, born June 24, 1814 in Germany; died after April 1851. She was the 
daughter of Johann Georg Held and Johanna Jaeckle. 

Little is known about Johann (John) Schneble and Anna Maria (Mary) Held. The little that is 
known contains some confusing and/or difficult elements.  

John and Mary came from a location in southwest Germany across the border from Switzerland, 
south of Stuttgart, Germany and north of Zurich, Switzerland. 

 
Map of southwest Germany, northern Switzerland and eastern France, 

showing Gailingen with a red marker, located near the border with Switzerland 

                                                           
1 Various sources spell Johann’s name differently. In addition to the above spelling, Schnable and Shnable are 
spellings found in various records. After immigrating to the United States, his first name is typically anglicized as 
John in the records. 

2 Also spelled “Klopfer” in some records. 
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Map detail showing the location of Gailingen in Baden, Germany along the Rhine River, 

at the border with Switzerland 

My research into German birth and christening records found that the following children of John 
and Mary were born Germany:  

- Felix, in January 1839. 

- Brigitta, in January 1841. 

- Maria Josepha, in March 1843. 

- Isabella, in September 1847. 

The following remembrances were written by Ina I. Hopkins: 

"John and Mary Held Schneble ... emigrated from Baden, Germany, about 1840, and lived in 
or near Corning. The family was Catholic. Grandmother Schneble had a fine singing voice, 
and many of her descendants were very musical. The Schnebles had one son, Felix, who, like 
his father, became an expert worker in stone. Uncle Felix married Hannah and settled in 
Wellsville where he was a successful contractor in stone construction. 

The four sisters of Felix were: Mary, who married Fred Ward and lived near Corning, 
Rebecca, Isabel, wife of Samuel Hopkins, and Louisa, wife of Franklin Erway of Harrison 
Valley, Pa.” 
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John and Mary emigrated from Germany to the United States in 1848. They are found in a U.S. 
immigration record for arrivals during the period between June 1 and July 6, 1848 at New York, 
New York. The ship transporting the family was identified as the Maine. Given this timing, it is 
possible that the family’s immigration was related to the German revolutions of 1848-9, which 
led to the emigration of many Germans to the United States, as in the case of Carl D. Hillman 
(See Generation 3 - Part 2). 

The immigration record lists Johannis Schnabele [sic], Anna Maria, Felix, Brigisa and Maria 
Josepha, from “Bade” (Baden), which matches the children listed above, their ages and the 
Baden location found in the German birth and christening records. The names of Felix and Maria 
Josepha (Mary) match the remembrance of Ina Hopkins, but Rebecca is not listed in the record, 
and subsequent U.S. records do not include Brigisa/Brigitta. Interestingly, Brigisa/Brigitta’s birth 
year, 1841, is the same year as recorded for Rebecca’s birth in her memorial at the 
www.findagrave.com website. It seems plausible that Brigitta was the baptismal name for 
Rebecca, a practice common in the Catholic Church at this time, but unused once she became 
older. It is also the name of her paternal grandmother, Brigitta Klopferin. Possibly, Rebecca may 
be an anglicization of Brigitta or her middle name. As for Isabel’s absence from the record, a 
note at the end of the list of immigrants reads, “Six infants under one year.” Isabel was born in 
September 1847, so at the time of the immigration, she would have been nine or ten months old 
and therefore would be one of the six infants not named in the record. 

 
Immigration record from 1848, showing the names of Johannis Schnabele, age 35,  

Anna Maria, age 34, Felix, age 9, Brigisa, age 7, and Maria Josepha, age 5,  
all born in Bade (Baden).  

Two years later, the 1850 census reported “John Shnable” [sic] and his family, all from 
Germany, living in Providence, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. The date on the report was 
August 8, 1850. His occupation was reported to be a mason, consistent with Ina Hopkins’ 
remembrance that John was an “expert worker in stone.”  

 
Excerpt from 1850 census report – Providence Borough, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania 
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The household in this census included Mary, his wife, and Phoebe, Rebecca, Sarah and Isabella 
(Isabel). Notable is the identification of Phoebe as a male, which suggests that this “Phoebe” is 
actually John and Mary’s son Felix (the age is consistent with the immigration record above and 
the German birth record). “Sarah,” who is not found in the German records or in the above 
immigration record, may be the Maria Josepha named in the immigration record above.  

A transcription of a record from Buffalo, New York one year later provides information 
concerning the birth and christening of a boy named Ludovica Schnebele, born May 18, 1851 
and christened in Buffalo on December 7, 1851. The parents of Ludovica are identified as 
“Johann Schnebele” and “An. Mar. Held,” both born in Baden, Germany. By comparison, their 
daughter Louisa’s birth date has been reported as May 12, 1851. The names of Ludovica/Louisa, 
the same parents’ names and the very close birth dates suggest that Ludovica may actually be 
John and Mary’s daughter Louisa (it is also possible that this was a twin brother to Louisa, but 
no later record has been found as evidence to support this hypothesis).  

 
John Schneble 

On November 6, 1854, a “John Schnabel” filed a naturalization petition to become a citizen of 
the United States. The document is from Steuben County, New York, and states that he had been 
living in New York for at least one year previous, and in the U.S. for at least five years previous. 
The document includes a sworn statement that John renounced allegiance and fidelity to 
“Leopold King of Baden in Germany.” 
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“John Schnaebel” Naturalization Petition, 1854 

A second naturalization petition, this time from Oneida County, was filed on December 18, 
1857, in which a “John Schneible” renounced allegiance and fidelity to the Grand Duke of Baden 
in Germany.  

 
“John Schneible” Naturalization Petition, 1857 
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It is possible that these two petitions refer to the same person or to two different persons. If the 
same person, the second petition may have been made because the first petition was not granted. 
If different persons, the earlier petition more likely refers to this ancestor, given the location in 
Steuben County (Corning is in Steuben County, John’s son Felix was married in Steuben County 
in 1865, and his daughter Isabel was married in Steuben County in 1866). It is unknown whether 
either petition was granted. 

Mary may have died at some point between Ludovica/Louisa’s birth in 1851 and the 1865 
census, as no records have been found for her after 1851. I have found no record for John, Mary 
or any of their children in the 1860 census, and Mary is not reported in the 1865 census.  

In 1865, the New York census reported John, age 56, living with his son Felix and Felix’s wife, 
as well as John’s daughter Louisa, in Big Flats, Chemung County, New York. There was no 
entry in the occupation field for John. 

The record of deeds for Chemung County, New York shows two deeds in which John was the 
grantor. The first, in 1866, has “John Snable” as grantor and William F. Ward (husband of John’s 
daughter, Mary Josephine) as the grantee. The second, in 1868, has “John Snabely” as the 
grantor and “Felix Snabely” (John’s son) as the grantee. 

John, age 57, was reported in the 1870 census living in Harrison Township, Potter County, 
Pennsylvania in the household of his daughter, Rebecca, and Rebecca’s husband, George 
Moshier. Again, there was no entry in the occupation field for John. 

 
John Schneble 
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A record of inmates for the Allegany County, New York Poorhouse from 1880 shows a “John 
Snabel,” age 63. The date of admission to the poorhouse was given as November 27, 1877. 
Although not conclusively proven that the record refers to this ancestor, it appears likely, since 
the information in the record is consistent with a number of known facts about John. The name, 
the age (at the time of admission to the poorhouse), the widowed marital status, the birthplace in 
Germany, the New York immigration location, the occupation of “stone mason,” and the five 
children are all facts that apply to John. In addition, Allegany County, New York is in the 
general area where John was reported to have lived (Corning, New York), and John’s son, Felix, 
and daughter, Mary, lived in Allegany County. The cause of dependence given in the record is 
“intemperance,” and the remarks section in the record states, “This person is intemperate and at 
times partially deranged.” 

 
Record of Inmates for John Snabel 

A schedule from the 1880 census listing persons who died in the year ending May 31, 1880, lists 
John Snabel, age 67, born in Germany, occupation “stone mason,” died in February 1880, cause 
of death “exhaustion, chronic mental disease,” disease contracted at Allegany County, New 
York. The place of death was reported as the Willard Asylum, Romulus, Seneca County, New 
York. This almost certainly refers to the same John Snabel admitted to the poorhouse in 
Allegany County in 1877. A news item at the ithaca.com website states, “Willard officially 
opened in 1869. By 1877 Willard, at 475 acres (1,500 patients) was the largest asylum in the 
United States.” The same article states that there is a cemetery on the site where Willard patients 
were buried, mostly in unmarked graves or in graves containing only a number. It is possible that 
John was buried in this cemetery. It is also possible that his family may have buried John 
elsewhere, possibly with his wife.  

Children of Johann Schneble and Anna Held are: 

i. Felix H. Schneble, born January 14, 1839 in Gailingen, Kostanz, Baden, Germany; died 
June 8, 1926 in Wellsville, Allegany County, New York; married Hannah M. Hancock on 
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January 1, 1865 in Merchantville3, Steuben County, New York; born June 2, 1846 in 
Chemung County, New York; died September 23, 1929 in Wellsville, Allegany County, 
New York. 

Felix registered for the draft during the Civil War, in 1863. The draft record gave his 
residence as Big Flats, Chemung County, New York and his occupation as farmer. The 
record indicates that he was married at this time, which is a discrepancy with the marriage 
date given above and with the newspaper article below, unless there was a previous 
marriage to the one listed.  

In 1865, the New York census reported Felix, age 25, Hannah, age 19, John Snabel (Felix’s 
father), age 56, and L. Snabel (Louisa, Felix’s sister), age 14, living in Big Flats, Chemung 
County, New York. Felix was working as a mason according to the report. 

The 1870 census reported Felix and Hannah living in Wellsville, Allegany County, New 
York. Felix was working as a brick mason in the report.  

The New York census of 1875 also reported Felix and Hannah living in Wellsville, with 
Felix again working as a brick mason. 

In an 1891 directory and in the 1892 New York census, Felix, Hannah and their two 
children were reported living in Brooklyn, New York. Felix’s occupation was “bricklayer.” 
Given their residence before and after this census in Wellsville, New York, this may have 
been a temporary work-related relocation that required Felix to be living near a 
construction project. 

In the 1905 New York census, Felix and Hannah were reported living in Wellsville, 
Allegany County, New York, working as a brick mason and dressmaker, respectively. 

In the 1910 census, Felix and Hannah were again reported living in Wellsville, New York. 
Felix, age 71, was reported to be working as a mason and bricklayer.  

The New York census of 1915 also reported them living in Wellsville, with Felix, age 76, 
still working as a stone mason. 

An excerpt from a newspaper article reporting Felix and Hannah’s 50th anniversary reads as 
follows: 

“GOLDEN WEDDING 

MR. AND MRS. FELIX SCHNEBLE CELEBRATE VERY HAPPILY  
THEIR FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

On a cool, clear day, January the first, 1865, Hannah Margaret Hancock and Felix H. 
Schneble were united in the bonds of Holy Wedlock in Merchantville, New York. Fifty 
speeding years have passed since that day – years filled with hopes, joys, pleasure and 

                                                           
3 Merchantville was a village located in present-day Thurston, New York. 
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happy duties, mingled throughout with bits of saddened memories and on Jan. first, 
1915, there gathered at their home, 23 Maple Avenue, of this village, several score of 
their immediate relatives to again live with them the muse of memory, the happy days of 
the past and the joys of the moment. Shortly after the midday a delicious buffet 
luncheon was served by local caterers to the satisfaction of those present. The 
afternoon was passed in songs and games, interspersed with timely reminiscences of 
the past and many incidents of the married life of the elderly, ‘bride and groom.’ A 
candlelight dinner was served at dusk and enjoyed by those present and upon leaving 
later in the evening all present joined in wishing Mr. and Mrs. Schneble heartiest and 
cordial congratulations. The worthy couple were the recipients of many useful articles 
of gold and china, including $75 in gold pieces.  

The same article reported various relatives in attendance, which included Mrs. Louise 
Erway, Harrison Valley, Pa.; Dr. F. W. Hopkins and mother, Mrs. Isabelle Schneble 
Hopkins, of Galeton, Pa.  

In the 1920 census, Felix and Hannah, now retired, were again reported living in 
Wellsville. Felix’s year of immigration was reported as 1848, matching the record above. 

In the 1925 New York census, Felix and Hannah were reported living in the household of 
their son Elmer in Wellsville.  

 
Felix Schneble, Isabel (Schneble) Hopkins, Louisa (Schneble) Erway, 

and Mary (Moshier) Hopkins (l-r) 

Felix died the following year. His death announcement reads as follows: 
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“FELIX H. SCHNEBLE 

Felix H. Schneble, a well known resident of Wellsville for fifty-nine years, died at his 
home on Rauber street, Tuesday afternoon. 

The deceased, a retired contractor, was born in Baden Baden, Germany, January 14, 
1839, and was a son of John Schneble and Mary Marthia (Held) Schneble. He was 
united in marriage with Hannah Margaret Hancock January 1, 1865, and is survived 
by his widow, one daughter, Mrs. Isabelle Johnson, Jameston; and one son, Elmer 
Schneble, of Wellsville and two sisters, Mrs. Louisa Erway of Harrison Valley, Pa.; and 
Mrs. Isabelle Houpkins [sic], Galeton, Pa. 

Mr. Schneble was a member of the Christian Temple and Wellsville Lodge, No. 230 F. 
& A. M., of which he had been a member for fifty-eight years. 

The funeral will be held at the home of his son Elmer, Friday at 3 p.m., Rev. Linville 
officiating, burial at Woodlawn with Masonic honors.” 

Hannah died three years later, in Wellsville. 

Felix and Hannah are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Wellsville, Allegany County, New 
York. 

 
Felix H. Schneble 

1839-1926 
(photo posted by Barbara Gibson at Felix’s memorial at www.findagrave.com) 
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Hannah M. Schneble 

1848 – 1929 
(photo posted by Barbara Gibson at Hannah’s memorial at www.findagrave.com) 

ii. REBECCA SCHNEBLE4, born January 30, 1841 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany; died May, 1900; married GEORGE BENJAMIN MOSHIER about 1861. 

(See Generation 3 – Part 4) 

iii. Mary Josephine Schneble, born March 18, 1843 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; 
married William Frederick Ward about 1862 in Steuben County, New York; born about 
1835 in Steuben County, New York, died April 22, 1917 in Amity, Allegany County, New 
York. 

In the 1860 census, William, age 25, was reported living in the household of James Ward, 
age 30, in Corning, Steuben County, New York. His occupation was listed as “farmer.” 
Given the small age difference, it is possible that James was William’s brother.  

William registered for the draft during the Civil War, in 1863. The draft record gives his 
age as 28, and his residence as Corning, New York. 

In the 1865 New York census, Mary and William were reported living in Corning, Steuben 
County, New York. William’s occupation was “sawyer.”  

In the 1870 census, Mary and William were again reported living in Corning, Steuben 
County, New York. William’s occupation had then changed back to being a farmer.  

In the 1875 New York census, Mary and William were reported living in Wellsville, 
Allegany County, New York. William was again reported to be a farmer. 

                                                           
4
 This report takes the position that Rebecca Schneble is the same person as Brigitta Schneble. 
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In the 1880, 1892 (New York), 1900, 1905 (New York), 1910 and 1915 (New York) census 
reports, Mary and William were reported living in Amity, Allegany County, New York, 
with William a farmer in each report, except 1892, when he was reported working as a 
laborer.  

William died in 1917, in Amity. The date and location of Mary’s death has not been 
confirmed, but possible years include 1917, 1920 and 1922, with 1922 more likely. 

iv. ISABEL SCHNEBLE, born September 14, 1847 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany; died April 2, 1930 in Oneonta, New York; married SAMUEL TARBOX 
HOPKINS in 1866 in Campbell, Steuben County, New York. 

(See Generation 3 – Part 3) 

v. Louisa F. Schneble, born May 12, 1851 in New York; died April 10, 1930 in Harrison 
Valley, Potter County, Pennsylvania; married James Franklin Erway5 on September 30, 
1869; born February 28, 1849 in Harrison Valley, Potter County, Pennsylvania; died 
August 15, 1935 in Westfield, Tioga County, Pennsylvania. 

In the 1870 census, James, age 21, and Louisa, age 19, were reported living in Harrison 
Township (Ellisburg P.O.), Potter County, Pennsylvania. James was working on a farm. 
They were living near George Moshier and his wife, Rebecca Schneble, and Rebecca’s 
father, John. 

In the 1880 census, James and Louisa were reported living in James’s parents household, 
also in Harrison Township, Pennsylvania. James was again working as a farm laborer, 
Louisa was keeping house. 

In the 1900, 1910 and 1930 censuses, James and Louisa were reported living in Harrison 
Township, but in their own home. James was working as a farmer, Louisa was keeping 
house. In the 1910 census, two of their granddaughters were living with them. In the 1930 
census, their son Carlos was living with them. 

Louisa’s death in 1930 was announced in a newspaper, as follows: 

“Mrs. Frank Erway, Sr., who has been in failing health for some time passed away at 
her home Thursday P.M. at the age of 79 years. She leaves her aged husband, three 
daughters, three sons besides several grandchildren. The funeral was held Sunday in 
the Federated church here. Rev. Schmaus of Westfield officiated, undertaker F. L. 
Harrison in charge. Interment at Whites Corners.” 

James’s obituary reads as follows: 

  

                                                           
5 Erway is spelled Ervay on Louisa’s and James’ grave stones. 
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“James Franklin Erway 

James Franklin Erway was born at Harrison Valley February 28, 1848 and died 
Thursday morning August 15th, at the home of his daughter Mrs. Elmer White in 
Westfield. In 1869 Mr. Erway was united in marriage to Louisa Schneable, [sic] to 
them being born six children, all of whom survive, namely Carlos, Charles and Frank 
Erway, Jennie wife of Will Harris of Galeton; Emma, wife of DeMont Wildman of 
Salamanca, N.Y., and Inez, wife of Elmer White of Westfield. The family resided on the 
homestead farm between Harrison Valley and Whites Corners, until about twenty years 
ago when Mr. and Mrs. Erway moved to Harrison Valley. Mr. Erway was an 
industrious farmer, a good friend and neighbor. He was a member of Harrison Grange. 
Mrs. Erway died April 7th, 1930 and since that time Mr. Erway has made his home with 
his daughter here. He had been failing in health for the past year, and was taken to the 
Blossburg hospital for treatment for anemia, returning to his home here ten days prior 
to his death. Funeral services were conducted at 10 a.m. Sunday morning from the 
White home with Rev. P. H. Woodruff officiating. Burial was in Whites Corners 
cemetery. Bearers were Elmer White, Wilson White, Charles and Kenneth Erway, 
DeMont Wildman and Will Harris.” 

Louisa and James are buried in Whites Corner Cemetery, Potter County, Pennsylvania. 

  
                       Louisa Ervay                                                      J. F. Ervay 
                        1851 – 1930                                                       1849 - 1935 
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GENERATION 5 – PART 11 

Senesius Schneble and Brigitta Klopferin Family 

SENESIUS1 SCHNEBLE, born about 1769; died 1853.  He married Brigitta Klopferin February 
11, 1805 in the Catholic church in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

BRIGITTA KLOPFERIN2, born about January 31, 1778 in Gottmadingen, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany; died 1853.  She was the daughter of Joseph Klopfer and Brigidda Auer. 

Senesius was buried on June 26, 1853 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany. 

Children of Senesius Schneble and Brigitta Klopferin are: 

i. Elisabeth Schneble, born about 18043 in Gottmadingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; died 
about April 27, 1875 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; 
married Konrad Ruh November 18, 1830 in the Catholic church in Gailingen, Konstanz, 
Baden, Germany; born about 1802 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; died about 
January 12, 1881 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

 Elisabeth and Konrad had at least eight children.  

ii. Andreas Schneble, born about November 30, 1805 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany; married Anna Maria Zahn November 18, 1830 in the Catholic church in 
Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; born between 1806 and 1807; died about January 
22, 1867 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

 Andreas and his sister Elisabeth (above) had the same marriage date and location, 
suggesting they may have had a double wedding.  

 Andreas and Anna Maria had at least seven children.  

iii. Maria Gertrude Schneble, born about February 12, 1807 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany; died May 4, 1878 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, 
Germany; married (1) Joseph Lese May 28, 1839 in the Catholic church in Gailingen, 
Konstanz, Baden, Germany; born September 12, 1812; died May 2, 1843 in Gailingen, 
Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; married (2) Johann Evangelist 
Schneble January 30, 1854 in the Catholic church in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, 

                                                 
1 Senesius’ name is spelled Senes in some records. Senesius may be a Latin form of the name, used in church 
records. 
2 Brigitta’s surname is also spelled Klopfer in some records. 
3 Elisabeth’s year of birth is estimated based upon her reported age (71) at her death in 1875; if correct, and if her 
parents’ marriage date is correct, she would have been born out of wedlock. This, and the fact that her marriage date 
is the same as for her brother Andreas, suggests to me that she was born at the same time as Andreas, and that they 
were twins.  
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Germany; born November 29, 1814 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, 
Baden, Germany; died August 4, 1871 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, 
Baden, Germany. 

iv. Maria Josepha Schneble, born about March 16, 1809 in Gailingen, Gailingen am 
Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; died about August 19, 1809 in Gailingen, 
Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

v. Simon Schneble, born in 1810; died April 1879 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, 
Konstanz, Baden, Germany; married Maria Anna Bueche April 27, 1837 in the Catholic 
church in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; died about March 21, 1865 in Gailingen, 
Gailingen am Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

Maria may have been born in Basadingen, Thurgau, Switzerland in 1804. Basadingen is a 
short distance away from Gailingen, across the Rhine River. 

Simon and Maria Anna had at least nine children; a majority of them died very young. 

vi. JOHANN SCHNEBLE, born April 9, 1813 in Germany; died February 1880 in Willard 
Asylum, Willard, Seneca County, New York; married ANNA MARIA HELD February 
19, 1838 in Catholic church, Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

(See Generation 4 – Part 6 and Part 8) 

vii. Martin Schneble, born about October 21, 1815 in Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; 
died March 13, 1881; married Martina Auer February 27, 1843 in the Catholic church in 
Gailingen, Konstanz, Baden, Germany; born June 8, 1818 in Gailingen am Hochrhein, 
Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

Martin and Martina had at least eight children.  

viii. Blasius Schneble, born about January 31, 1819 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, 
Konstanz, Baden, Germany; died about June 6, 1848 in Gailingen, Gailingen am 
Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 

ix. Rosina Schneble, born about June 22, 1821 in Gailingen, Gailingen am Hochrhein, 
Konstanz, Baden, Germany; died about January 15, 1842 in Gailingen, Gailingen am 
Hochrhein, Konstanz, Baden, Germany. 
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